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COURT APPOINTED SPECIAL ADVOCATES
“CASA”
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION

Goals of the CASA:

1. To ensure that the child is protected, that a stable home is provided and that a thorough family assessment is made;

2. To provide the Judge with information to determine the ability of the parent(s) to provide a safe, stable, nurturing and permanent home for the child(ren);

3. It is not the CASA’s job to make decisions about the child(ren)’s future, but to make recommendations to the Court to enable the Court to make the best possible decision.

CASES ACCEPTED BY CASAs
1. Child(ren) with a CINA petition; CASAs can accept and become involved in a case prior to adjudication, but no report will be submitted by a CASA for an adjudicatory hearing.

2. Child(ren) who have been adjudicated CINA due to child abuse and/or neglect. Early appointments to a case are preferred; however, CASAs can be assigned at any point in the life of the CINA case.
REFERRAL SYSTEM
1. Any person involved in the case may request a CASA based on local protocol.

2. Assessment will be made regarding acceptance of the case and/or availability of a CASA.

3. If the referral is appropriate, and a CASA is available, then the Coordinator will contact the Judge for official appointment.
4. The decision on CASA appointment is made by the Judge. 

5. If there is a conflict of interest for the CASA, then the CASA can decline to accept the appointment.

For more information, please contact: 

[name], Program Coordinator

Iowa Child Advocacy Board

[address, city, zip]

PH: [number] or E-mail: [email address][image: image2.png]
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