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Friend of the Court Model

CASA Program Model in Iowa

The CASA is appointed by the judge or referee to act as an independent advocate for the long-term best interests of the child in question. (“Child” in this context means either an individual or a sibling group, depending on the case.) The CASA serves at the pleasure of the court while the case is under the court’s jurisdiction.

The CASA is entitled to receive notice of hearings and motions filed and is a party to the case, but may not make motions, present a case, call witnesses or cross-examine witnesses. The CASA’s report to the court may be entered as evidence in the case, and the CASA may be called to testify by any party to the case.

While the CASA may consult with parties to the case, no party directs the activities of the CASA. The CASA is responsible to the CASA Program Staff and ultimately the presiding judge.

As an officer of the court, the CASA has access to the records and files of the court, DHS, school, hospital, doctor, therapist, or any other individual or agency regarding the child in question, which are available to any party. The CASA is required to maintain strict confidentiality in matters pertaining to the case.
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The CASA’s purpose is to make recommendations to the court regarding the best means of assuring a safe, permanent living situation for the child. These recommendations are contained in a written report based on the CASA’s independent investigation into the facts of the case. The CASA will also monitor the case, maintain regular contact with the child and caretakers, attend staffings and hearings, and act as a spokesperson for and protector of the child when necessary. In the course of carrying out these responsibilities, the CASA should confer with and apprise the child’s attorney of the child’s status and any changes or assistance, which may be needed, requested or recommended.

The court may appoint a CASA at any time the child is under its jurisdiction.

For more information, contact:
[name], Program Coordinator


Iowa Child Advocacy Board

[address]

[city, state, zip]

[phone][email]                                                                                          
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