Note:  This 2009 Annual Report from the Iowa Child Advocacy

           Board was prepared as a one-page tri-fold brochure.  It  

           was released at the beginning of 2010. It is included here 
           in its entirety, but to print it, you may want to delete this 
           introductory page and then print the remaining two pages 

           as a single, double-sided piece of paper.
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The Iowa Child Advocacy Board (ICAB) is an independent board appointed by the Governor of Iowa as provided for in Iowa Code Chapter 237, Division II to provide for citizen involvement in child welfare issues.





ICAB oversees two volunteer child advocacy programs:  Court Appointed Special Advocates (�HYPERLINK "https://childadvocacy.iowa.gov/staticpages/index.php?page=CASA" \o "Court Appointed Special Advocate" \t "_self"��CASA�) and Foster Care Review Boards (� HYPERLINK "http://childadvocacy.iowa.gov/FCRB.aspx" \o "Foster Care Review Boards" \t "_self" �FCRB�).





Visit ICAB’s website:


� HYPERLINK "http://childadvocacy.iowa.gov" ��http://childadvocacy.iowa.gov�


Learn more about the CASA and FCRB programs and the opportunities they provide for concerned Iowans to serve their communities and help abused and neglected children and their families.





Thanks to FCRB and CASA Volunteers!!





In 2009, more than one thousand volunteers from all over Iowa spent tens of thousands of hours working to assess and help improve the situations of abused and neglected children and their families in Iowa’s child welfare system.





FCRB volunteers serve on local community boards that meet regularly to review case plans, hear from all interested parties and provide the Court and DHS with their findings and recommendations about the safety, well-being and permanency of children from their communities who are in foster care.  





CASA volunteers are in all of Iowa’s 99 counties, appointed by the Court to advocate for a specific child.  Throughout the life of the child’s case, they meet with the child, parents, attorneys, DHS workers, service providers, teachers and others.  CASA volunteers regularly report to the Court about the child’s situation and offer recommendations to help assure that the child’s best interests are being met. 





The estimated monetary value of FCRB and CASA volunteers’ time and efforts to provide a safety net for abused and neglected children exceeded $2.8 million in 2009. 





During 2009





1,582 abused or neglected Iowa children had a CASA volunteer monitoring and assisting their case, and local FCRBs held over 3,500 case-level reviews to assess the progress of children in Iowa’s foster care system.





More Children Served by CASA Volunteers
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     In 2009, over half of the 61 local FCRBs in Iowa were helping DHS and the Courts compare the progress of children in foster care with best practice benchmarks established through federal Children and Families Service Review (CFSR) regulations.   


     Local FCRB volunteers continued to take steps to align their reviews with the case review audits of the federal CFSR process.  Reports are being provided to DHS and the Courts to help them identify areas for improvements in specific cases and to help the State meet and monitor Iowa’s compliance with federal performance standards that are tied to Iowa’s receipt and use of federal funds.  All local boards are scheduled to be using the new criteria in the months ahead.
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Local FCRBs Expand Use of New 


Best Practice Case Review Criteria





More CASA Volunteers Assigned to Cases





�





     Thanks to support from the Governor and General Assembly, and the dedication and efforts of a growing number of experienced and new CASA volunteers, the number of children appointed a CASA volunteer increased more than 17% between 2006 and 2009. 





�





ACCOMPLISHMENTS





PRIORITY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENTS 





Racial and Ethnic Disparities in


Foster Care Placement Rates





Parental Substance Abuse Treatment





Educational Needs of Children in


Foster Care








For more information about these priority issues and the updated recommendations in this 2009 report, please see the ICAB’s 2008 Findings and Recommendations at: � HYPERLINK "https://childadvocacy.iowa.gov" �https://childadvocacy.iowa.gov� 


(go to “Resources” page).





Meeting the Educational Needs of Children in Foster Care -- Recommendations 





Assure the immediate transfer of school records of any child in foster care who has to change schools. 





Continue efforts of the Court’s Children’s Justice Initiative to seek and implement improved data sharing and coordinated policies and procedures to increase the educational success of all students under the Juvenile Courts jurisdiction or otherwise receiving care and supervision from DHS.  





Increase case-level communication between the school and DHS personnel so their separate plans and efforts to address the special needs of children in foster care can be better coordinated to improve their combined benefits to the child.


 


The Department of Education, Area Education Agencies and local school districts are urged to seek ways of assessing grade level indicators and proficiency levels for foster care children transferred to new schools so their course schedules can be more quickly and accurately determined. 








Racial and Ethnic Disparities in Foster Care Placement Rates -- Recommendations





Improve coordination of state and local efforts to address disparity in juvenile detention, foster care and school achievement.


 


Continue seeking ways to implement recommendations from the recent Governor’s Race and Detention Task Force. 





Continue efforts to review and revise assessment, case planning and outcome monitoring tools and processes to eliminate bias and enhance systemic cultural competency.





Support and assist DHS efforts to address disparities and improve services through their Casey Breakthrough Series efforts in numerous sites throughout the state.


  


Continue efforts to increase the use of relative placements and the recruitment of minority family foster care providers. 








Parental Substance Abuse Treatment – 


Recommendations





Continue all current DHS, IDPH and Court efforts to increase the coordination of Iowa’s child welfare and substance abuse service systems; accelerate efforts as resources allow, with an emphasis on the importance of:





Coordinating the identification and communication of cross-system service needs; and,





The development and monitoring of coordinated treatment plans and case plans for families involved in both service systems.





Continue assessing outcomes of Iowa’s family drug courts; publicize lessons-learned and replicate successful elements.














ICAB’s 2008 report was written with that year’s national and state economic downturn in mind.  Rather than examining areas where additional resources could be targeted to improve results for families and children in the child welfare system, ICAB identified where significant improvements to Iowa’s child welfare system could be made through increased coordination and communication and the targeting of new policies and practices toward several priority areas of concern.


  


Given the continuing budget constraints faced by Iowa’s Courts, DHS and other child welfare resources, ICAB again recommends improvements in the following areas through increased coordination and communication among state and local agencies and officials. 





ICAB is required to report on issues of concern and to make recommendations for the best interests of children in Iowa's child welfare system. 





2009 Findings and Recommendations 








