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A POWERFUL VOICE IN A CHILD’S LIFE.™
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                  CASA INFORMATION SHEET

This information is being given to you so that you will have an understanding of the role of the CASA volunteer.  The CASA is a trained volunteer who will represent the best interest of the child or children in juvenile court hearings.

The CASA is appointed by the judge but DOES NOT replace the worker from the Department of Human Services (or Juvenile Court).  The CASA DOES NOT replace the child’s attorney.  The CASA has been 

ordered to work on this case and can only end involvement when the judge so orders.

The CASA will speak up for the child (or children) in court, to let the judge know what appears to be in the child’s best interest.  CASAs are not Big Brothers/Big Sisters.  They do not take children on trips, give the family food, clothing, or other direct assistance.  CASAs can help locate services to provide these things, if necessary.  However, they are allowed to occasionally take a child out for a coke or to a park.  The roles and responsibilities of the CASA are listed below:  

 THE CASA’S ROLE

· Appointed by the judge to represent the child’s best interest when the case comes before court.  

· Makes home visits (announced and unannounced) and will visit with the child in the home, or when in placement outside of the home.


· Maintain contact with the DHS worker, and anyone who has information about the case (therapists, teachers, relatives, school, etc).


· Conducts an independent investigation and submits written findings and recommendations to the court.  


· Investigation may include police check, interviews of friends, neighbors, obtaining psychological, medical, school records, etc.  


· Maintains contact with parent(s) and attorneys on the case.


· Attends all hearings, reviews, and staffings on the case when possible.


YOUR CASA VOLUNTEER :  
YOU MAY REACH THE CASA’S BY TELEPHONING:  
CASA COORDINATOR IS        TELEPHONE #   
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Kevin Schnoebelen 515-281-6335  *  Clare Gee 515-281-5960  *  FAX 515-281-5975
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