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Put a check by each item that is true 

Catastrophic Prior Abuse 

1. Parent has killed or seriously harmed another child through abuse or neglect, 
and no significant change has occurred in the interim.* 

2. Parent has repeatedly and with premeditation harmed or tortured this child.* 
3. Child experienced physical or sexual abuse in infancy. (Treatment of abusing 

parent may be so difficult and lengthy that the child spends years in foster care.) 

Dangerous Lifestyle 

4. Parent’s only visible support system and only visible means of financial support is 
found in illegal drugs, prostitution, and street life.* 

5. Parent is addicted to debilitating illegal drugs or to alcohol. 
6. There is a pattern of documented domestic violence between the partners of one 

year or longer, and they refuse to separate. 
7. Parent has a recent history of serious criminal activity and jail. 
8. Mother abused drugs/alcohol during pregnancy, disregarding medical advice to 

the contrary. 

Significant CPS History 

9. Parental rights to another child have been terminated following a period of 
service delivery to the parent, and no significant change has occurred in the 
interim.* 

10. There have been three or more CPS interventions for serious separate incidents, 
indicating a chronic pattern of abuse or severe neglect. 

11. In addition to emotional trauma, the child has suffered more than one form of 
abuse or neglect. 

12. Other children have been placed in foster care or with relatives for periods of 
time over six months’ duration or have had repeated placements with CPS 
intervention. 

13. This child has been abandoned with friends, with relatives, at a hospital, or in 
foster care; or once the child is placed in subsequent care, the parent does not 
visit of his/her own accord. 

14. CPS preventive measures have failed to keep the child with the parent: home-
based services, visiting public health nurse, therapeutic daycare, and so forth. 

15. Parent is under the age of 16 with no parenting support systems, and placement 
of the child and parent together has failed due to the parent’s behavior. 

16. Parent has asked to relinquish the child on more than one occasion following the 
initial intervention. 
 

Poor Prognosis Indicators Worksheet 
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Inherent Deficits 

17. Parent has been diagnosed with severe mental illness (psychosis, schizophrenia, 
borderline personality disorder, sociopathy), which has not responded to 
previously delivered mental health services. Parent’s symptoms continue, 
rendering the parent unable to protect and nurture the child.* 

18. Parent has a diagnosis of chronic and debilitating mental illness (psychosis, 
schizophrenia, sociopathy) or other illness that responds slowly or not at all to 
current treatment modalities. 

19. Parent is intellectually impaired, has shown significant self-care deficits, and has 
no stable support system able to share parenting. 

20. Parent grew up in foster care or group care, or in a family of intergenerational 
abuse. (Unfamiliarity with normal family life can severely limit parents’ ability to 
overcome other problems in their lives.) 
 
*Indicates a condition that is, by itself, an indicator of poor prognosis. 
 

From Concurrent Planning: From Permanency Planning to Permanency Action, Linda Katz, Norma 
Spoonemore and Chris Robinson, Seattle: Lutheran Social Services of Washington and Idaho 


