
CASA Testimony in Criminal/Civil Case Involving Child Abuse 

1. If a CASA receives a subpoena for testimony in a deposition or an Iowa criminal (non-
juvenile) court proceeding that involving issues of child abuse, follow your procedures to
contact DIA to request assistance from the Attorney General’s office. The Attorney General’s
office may file a motion to quash the subpoena.

2. If the Attorney General’s office finds there are not legal grounds to quash the subpoena,
attend the deposition or Iowa civil or criminal hearing and provide requested testimony
consistent with the following advice:

3. Either the Attorney General’s office or the CASA Program should notify the attorney or other
party that you will not provide testimony regarding a CASA assignment unless you are directed
to do so by the judge assigned to the case.

4. Testify only when directed by the judge to do so. Before testifying, read the following
statement to the judge:

 “It is my belief that providing the requested testimony may be in violation of Iowa Code 
sections 235A.17 or 237.21, and in violation of Iowa Code section 217.30, unless the 
information is necessary to resolve an issue in this case involving child abuse. 

“If I provide the requested information without proper authorization, I may be liable for 
civil or criminal penalties as provided in Iowa Code sections 235A.20 and 21. I will 
provide the requested testimony only if the judge indicates that the testimony is 
necessary to this proceeding and directs me to testify.” 

IF YOU HAVE SUBSTANCE ABUSE, HIPAA, MENTAL HEALTH OR HIV-AIDS information in your 
report, read also read the following …. 

In gathering information during a case, a CASA sometimes gathers medical, HIV-AIDS 
or substance abuse information that also may be governed by federal statutes. 

Some of the information subject to this subpoena contains substance abuse. Federal 
confidentiality laws and regulations prohibit disclosing substance abuse concerning a 
current or former client. However, it is my understanding that this Court may order 
me to disclose substance abuse information upon finding “good cause” for the 
disclosure, and compliance with 42 U.S.C. § 2.61. 
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5. If you have concerns during your testimony, consider asking the court for a recess to allow 
consultation with the CASA Coordinator, CASA Administrators, or the Attorney General’s office.  
 
6. Whenever you testify in non-juvenile court cases regarding a founded assessment (or other 
child abuse information*), notify the Central Abuse Registry in writing, keeping a copy for the 
CASA file.  Notice to the Registry is required under Iowa Code section 235A.17, when you re-
disseminate child abuse information.  The following information is required to be provided to 
the Registry within 30 days of the testimony: 

a.  Name of persons to whom the dissemination was made. 

(You can do the best you can with this seeing as though the hearing will likely be 
open to the public – I’d simply have your CASA note the parties & anyone known 
by name.  The CASA could also simply count the number of additional general 
public members there.) 

b. Date of dissemination. (Date of hearing) 

c. Purpose of the dissemination. (Court ordered testimony in X proceeding) 

 

*For purposes of re-dissemination of child abuse information – what your CASA personally saw 
or heard (likely the purpose of the subpoena) doesn’t count.  This requirement to notify the 
Registry would be if the CASA was asked background about the case, role as a CASA, history of 
the abuse, etc. – information obtained solely as a CASA from the official juvenile court record 
(DHS reports, court orders, evaluations, etc). So this step is only necessary if the CASA is asked 
to disclose “child abuse information.” 
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